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How to create a line graph with vertical lines inserted 
 

I have been using stock exchange data and working on how to predict a turning point. Every so often 

the stock values change direction, i.e. after a downward trend they suddenly start moving upwards, 

or the other way round. My idea was that when I spotted this change, I should insert a vertical line at 

this spot to intersect the line graph representing the shares' movements. Sounds easy, right? Well, it 

really is, as we will show in the first example. However, Excel sometimes throws a tantrum and you 

do not know what is happening. This tutorial will hopefully help you navigate a variety of scenarios. 

We’ll start with the sheet in Fig. 1. Columns A and B come from the stock exchange and column C 

contains the values from column B at the point where the turning point is taking place. 

   

Fig. 1 

Our objective is to have a graph that will look like the one on the right of Fig. 1. 

This procedure is really trivial as all you have to do is highlight the whole range A1:C31, select Insert 

from the top of your Excel desktop and then select the Line Graph. What you are going to get is 

shown in Fig. 2. 

As you can see from the Legend in Fig. 2, although the turn line is present, you cannot actually see it. 

To make it visible, all you have to do is click on the chart and select Change Chart Type. 
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Fig. 2 

Select the Combo chart, change the Close Value dataset into a Line and the Turn dataset into a 

Clustered Column, as in Fig. 3. 

 

Fig. 3 

The last action is, if you think that the vertical bars are too thick, click on one of the vertical bars and 

then click on the Format Data Series… option from the pop-down menu, as in Fig. 4. Change the Gap 

Width from 150% to 400%, or whatever number you want. 
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Fig. 4 

Now your graph looks like the one in Fig. 5. 

 

Fig. 5 

This is it. Very easy. Not worth a tutorial. Unfortunately, the reality can be more complicated. 

Now, let’s tackle a more complex task. In Fig. 6 we have the same data as in Fig. 1, but with some 

additional data sets. However, unlike Fig. 1, the column with Close values is now in column E and the 

Turn data are now in column L. There are other calculations in this sheet, but we’ll ignore them as we 

are only interested in showing the Turn dataset as vertical lines on the line graph representing the 

Close dataset. 

Using the CTRL key, we selected columns A and E to create a line graph in the same way as described 

above.  
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Fig. 6 

We get a pure line graph, as in Fig. 7. 

 

Fig. 7 

Now let’s highlight the data in column L, which is the Turn dataset in cells L1:L31. Select Copy, then 

select the chart we just created and click Paste. The result is shown in Fig. 8.  

As we can see the scale has changed, the title has disappeared and we can not see the dataset Turn 

from column L. We need to fix this. 
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Fig. 8 

As before, we select Change Chart Type and change the Close dataset to a Line chart and the Turn 

dataset into a Clustered Column (see Fig. 9). However, nothing is changing yet. 

 

Fig. 9 

We are going to right-click on the chart and select the option called Select Data. See Fig. 10. 
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Fig. 10 

As shown in Fig. 11, make sure that the Turn dataset is selected and click on the Edit option. 

 

Fig. 11 

In the Edit dialogue box ensure that the Series name has just the first cell reference and that the 

Series values contain the rest of the column, as in Fig. 12. 

 

Fig. 12 

Sometimes, as we are showing in Fig. 13, Excel will produce a funny-looking graph. If this happens, go 

again to Change Chart type, select Combo type and make sure that the Close dataset is a Line graph 

and the Turn dataset is a Clustered Column. 
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Fig. 13 

For some reason, Excel will change the scale, but at least will show exactly what you need. See Fig. 

14. 

 

Fig. 14 

By formatting the axis, you can fix this easily and get the final results as shown in Fig. 15. 

 

Fig. 15 

If, for whatever reason, you have the secondary axis different from the primary axis (see Fig. 16), 

which does happen if your data in column Turn are of different magnitude, you might have to do 

some further tidying up. 
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Fig. 16 

If this happens and you are re-scaling the left axis, do not forget to resize the right axis. Also, if after 

the rescaling you do not want to show the secondary axis, click on it and go to a dialogue box for 

Formating Axis, as in Fig. 17. 

 

Fig. 17 

Under the Label option make sure that you change from Next to Axis to None. The end result should 

be a perfect chart as in Fig. 18. 

If you want, you can change the thickness of the vertical bars, as shown earlier. 
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Fig. 18 

As you go through this process, Excel might throw at you some other results you did not want, but 

with the toolbox of tricks shown in this tutorial, you can probably deal with everything and get the 

results you intended. I have also enclosed on the website the spreadsheet with two examples for you 

to see the data I used. Hope this helps. 

 

Branko Pecar 
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